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100 Bible Verses about 

Ruler Spirits 


Ephesians 6:12 esv / 9 helpful votes 

For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers over this 
present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places. 


James 2:iQ ESV / 7 helpful votes Helpful Not Helpful 


You believe that God is one; you do well. Even the demons believe—and shudder! 


Ephesians 2:2 esv / 7 helpful votes 

In which you once walked, following the course of this world, following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work 
in the sons of disobedience— 


2 Corinthians 11:14 esv /1 helpful votes 

And no wonder, for even Satan disguises himself as an angel of light. 

2 Corinthians 4:4 esv / 7 helpful votes 

In their case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of the 
glory of Christ, who is the image of God. 

John 12:31 ESV / 7 helpful votes 

Now is the judgment of this world; now will the ruler of this world be cast out. 

1 John 5:19 ESV / 6 helpful votes 
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We know that we are from God, and the whole world lies in the power of the evil one. 

1 Peter 5:8 ESV / 5 helpful votes 

Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. 

1 Timothy 4:1 ESV / 5 helpful votes 

Now the Spirit expressly says that in latertimes some will depart from the faith by devoting themselves to deceitful spirits and 
teachings of demons, 

John 3:16 ESV / 5 helpful votes 

"For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. 

Revelation 12:10 esv / 4 helpful votes 

And I heard a loud voice in heaven, saying, "Nowthe salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of his 
Christ have come, for the accuser of our brothers has been thrown down, who accuses them day and night before our God. 

Revelation 12:9 esv / 4 helpful votes 

And the great dragon was thrown down, that ancient serpent, who is called the devil and Satan, the deceiver of the whole world—he 
was thrown down to the earth, and his angels were thrown down with him. 

John 14:30 ESV / 4 helpful votes 

I will no longertalk much with you, forthe ruler of this world is coming. He has no claim on me, 

John 8:44 ESV / 4 helpful votes 

You are of your father the devil, and your will is to do your father's desires. He was a murderer from the beginning, and has nothing to 
do with the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks out of his own character, for he is a liar and the father of 
lies. 

Luke 10:i8 ESV / 4 helpful votes 

And he said to them, “I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven. 

Matthew 25:41 ESV / 4 helpful votes 

"Then he will say to those on his left, 'Depart from me, you cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels. 

Matthew 12:43-45 ESV / 4 helpful votes 
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"When the unclean spirit has gone out of a person, it passes through waterless places seeking rest, but finds none. Then it says, 'I will 
return to my house from which I came.' And when it comes, it finds the house empty, swept, and put in order. Then it goes and brings 
with it seven other spirits more evil than itself, and they enter and dwell there, and the last state of that person is worse than the first. 
So also will it be with this evil generation." 

Matthew 10:1 ESV / 4 helpful votes 

And he called to him his twelve disciples and gave them authority over unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to heal every disease and 
every affliction. 

Deuteronomy 32:17 esv / 4 helpful votes 

They sacrificed to demons that were no gods, to gods they had never known, to new gods that had come recently, whom your fathers 
had never dreaded. 

Revelation 20:10 esv / 3 helpful votes 

And the devil who had deceived them was thrown into the lake of fire and sulfur where the beast and the false prophet were, and they 
will be tormented day and night forever and ever. 

Revelation 16:14 esv / 3 helpful votes 

Forthey are demonic spirits, performing signs, who go abroad to the kings of the whole world, to assemble them for battle on the 
great day of God the Almighty. 

Revelation 12:7-9 ESV / 3 helpful votes 

Now war arose in heaven, Michael and his angels fighting against the dragon. And the dragon and his angels fought back, but he was 
defeated, and there was no longer any place for them in heaven. And the great dragon was thrown down, that ancient serpent, who is 
called the devil and Satan, the deceiver of the whole world—he was thrown down to the earth, and his angels were thrown down with 
him. 

Revelation 9:11 esv / 3 helpful votes 

They have as king overthem the angel of the bottomless pit. His name in Hebrew is Abaddon, and in Greek he is called Apollyon. 

Jude 1:6 ESV / 3 helpful votes 

And the angels who did not stay within their own position of authority, but left their proper dwelling, he has kept in eternal chains 
under gloomy darkness until the judgment of the great day— 

1 John 4:1 ESV / 3 helpful votes 
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Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, for many false prophets have gone out into 
the world. 

Colossians 2:15 ESV / 3 helpful votes 

He disarmed the rulers and authorities and put them to open shame, by triumphing overthem in him. 

Colossians 1:16 ESV / 3 helpful votes 

For by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities 
—all things were created through him and for him. 

Colossians i:i-2Q ESV / 3 helpful votes 

Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and Timothy our brother, To the saints and faithful brothers in Christ at Colossae: 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father. We always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, when we pray for you, since 
we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love that you have for all the saints, because of the hope laid up for you in heaven. Of 
this you have heard before in the word of the truth, the gospel,... 

2 Corinthians 2:11 esv / 3 helpful votes 

So that we would not be outwitted by Satan; for we are not ignorant of his designs. 

1 Corinthians 13:1-13 esv / 3 helpful votes 

If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. And if I have prophetic 
powers, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but have not love, I am 
nothing. If I give away all I have, and if I deliver up my body to be burned, but have not love, I gain nothing. Love is patient and kind; 
love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful;... 

Acts 26:18 ESV / 3 helpful votes 

To open their eyes, so that they may turn from darkness to light and from the power of Satan to God, that they may receive 
forgiveness of sins and a place among those who are sanctified by faith in me.' 

Acts 19:13-16 ESV / 3 helpful votes 

Then some of the itinerant Jewish exorcists undertook to invoke the name of the Lord Jesus over those who had evil spirits, saying, "I 
adjure you by the Jesus whom Paul proclaims." Seven sons of a Jewish high priest named Sceva were doing this. But the evil spirit 
answered them, “Jesus I know, and Paul I recognize, but who are you?" And the man in whom was the evil spirit leaped on them, 
mastered all of them and overpowered them, so that they fled out of that house naked and wounded. 

John 14:26 ESV / 3 helpful votes 
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But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he will teach you all things and bring to your remembrance all 
that I have said to you. 

Luke 11:14 ESV / 3 helpful votes 

Now he was casting out a demon that was mute. When the demon had gone out, the mute man spoke, and the people marveled. 

Luke 8:2 ESV / 3 helpful votes 

And also some women who had been healed of evil spirits and infirmities: Mary, called Magdalene, from whom seven demons had 
gone out, 

Luke 4:41 ESV / 3 helpful votes 

And demons also came out of many, crying, "You are the Son of God!" But he rebuked them and would not allow them to speak, 
because they knew that he was the Christ. 

Mark ^’.22 ESV / 3 helpful votes 

And the scribes who came down from Jerusalem were saying, "He is possessed by Beelzebul," and "by the prince of demons he casts 
out the demons." 

Matthew 12:24 ESV / 3 helpful votes 

But when the Pharisees heard it, they said, "It is only by Beelzebul, the prince of demons, that this man casts out demons." 

Matthew 8:29 ESV / 3 helpful votes 

And behold, they cried out, “What have you to do with us, O Son of God? Have you come here to torment us before the time?" 

Matthew 8:16 ESV / 3 helpful votes 

That evening they broughtto him many who were oppressed by demons, and he cast out the spirits with a word and healed all who 
were sick. 

Zechariah 3:1 esv / 3 helpful votes 

Then he showed me Joshua the high priest standing before the angel of the Lord, and Satan standing at his right hand to accuse him. 

Isaiah 14:1-32 ESV / 3 helpful votes 

Forthe Lord will have compassion on Jacob and will again choose Israel, and will set them intheirown land, and sojourners will join 
them and will attach themselves to the house of Jacob. And the peoples will take them and bring them to their place, and the house of 
Israel will possess them in the Lord's land as male and female slaves. They will take captive those who were their captors, and rule 
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over those who oppressed them. When the Lord has given you rest from your pain and turmoil and the hard service with which you 
were made to serve, you will take up this taunt against the king of Babylon: "How the oppressor has ceased, the insolent fury ceased! 
The Lord has broken the staff of the wicked, the scepter of rulers,... 

Ecclesiastes Q\g ESV / 3 helpful votes 

For the living know that they will die, but the dead know nothing, and they have no more reward, for the memory of them is forgotten. 

Psalm 106:37 ESV / 3 helpful votes 

They sacrificed their sons and their daughters to the demons; 

Leviticus 17:7 ESV / 3 helpful votes 

So they shall no more sacrifice their sacrifices to goat demons, after whom they whore. This shall be a statute forever for them 
throughout their generations. 

Revelation 21:8 esv / 2 helpful votes 

But as forthe cowardly, the faithless, the detestable, as for murderers, the sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars, their 
portion will be in the lake that burns with fire and sulfur, which is the second death." 

Revelation 20:3 esv / 2 helpful votes 

And threw him into the pit, and shut it and sealed it over him, so that he might not deceive the nations any longer, until the thousand 
years were ended. Afterthat he must be released for a little while. 

Revelation 16:1-21 esv / 2 helpful votes 

Then I heard a loud voice from the temple telling the seven angels, "Go and pour out on the earth the seven bowls of the wrath of 
God." So the first angel went and poured out his bowl on the earth, and harmful and painful sores came upon the people who bore the 
mark of the beast and worshiped its image. The second angel poured out his bowl into the sea, and it became like the blood of a 
corpse, and every living thing died that was in the sea. The third angel poured out his bowl into the rivers and the springs of water, and 
they became blood. And I heard the angel in charge of the waters say, "Just are you, O Holy One, who is and who was, for you brought 
thesejudgments.... 

Revelation 12:17 esv / 2 helpful votes 

Then the dragon became furious with the woman and went off to make war on the rest of her offspring, on those who keep the 
commandments of God and hold to the testimony of Jesus. And he stood on the sand of the sea. 

Revelation 12:5 esv / 2 helpful votes 
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She gave birth to a male child, one who is to rule all the nations with a rod of iron, but her child was caught up to God and to his 
throne, 

Revelation 12:4 esv / 2 helpful votes 

His tail swept down a third of the stars of heaven and cast them to the earth. And the dragon stood before the woman who was about 
to give birth, so that when she bore her child he might devour it. 

Revelation 12:3 esv / 2 helpful votes 

And another sign appeared in heaven: behold, a great red dragon, with seven heads and ten horns, and on his heads seven diadems. 

Revelation 12:1-17 esv / 2 helpful votes 

And a great sign appeared in heaven: a woman clothed with the sun, with the moon under her feet, and on her head a crown of twelve 
stars. She was pregnant and was crying out in birth pains and the agony of giving birth. And another sign appeared in heaven: behold, 
a great red dragon, with seven heads and ten horns, and on his heads seven diadems. His tail swept down a third of the stars of heaven 
and cast them to the earth. And the dragon stood before the woman who was about to give birth, so that when she bore her child he 
might devour it. She gave birth to a male child, one who is to rule all the nations with a rod of iron, but her child was caught up to God 
and to his throne,... 

Revelation 9:20 esv / 2 helpful votes 

The rest of mankind, who were not killed by these plagues, did not repent of the works of their hands nor give up worshiping demons 
and idols of gold and silver and bronze and stone and wood, which cannot see or hear or walk, 

Revelation 7:1-17 esv / 2 helpful votes 

Afterthis I sawfour angels standing at the fourcorners ofthe earth, holding back the fourwinds ofthe earth, that no wind might blow 
on earth or sea or against any tree. Then I saw another angel ascending from the rising ofthe sun, with the seal ofthe living God, and 
he called with a loud voice to the four angels who had been given power to harm earth and sea, saying, "Do not harm the earth or the 
sea or the trees, until we have sealed the servants of our God on their foreheads." And I heard the number ofthe sealed, 144,000, 
sealed from every tribe ofthe sons of Israel: 12,000 from the tribe of Judah were sealed, 12,000 from the tribe of Reuben, 12,000 from 
the tribe of Gad,... 

Revelation 5:8 esv / 2 helpful votes 

And when he had taken the scroll, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb, each holding a harp, 
and golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers ofthe saints. 

Jude 1:9 ESV / 2 helpful votes 
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But when the archangel Michael, contending with the devil, was disputing about the body of Moses, he did not presume to pronounce 
a blasphemous judgment, but said, “The Lord rebuke you." 

Jude 1:1-25 ESV / 2 helpful votes 

Jude, a servant of Jesus Christ and brother of James, To those who are called, beloved in God the Father and kept for Jesus Christ: May 
mercy, peace, and love be multiplied to you. Beloved, although I was very eager to write to you about our common salvation, I found it 
necessary to write appealing to you to contend for the faith that was once for all delivered to the saints. For certain people have crept 
in unnoticed who long ago were designated forthis condemnation, ungodly people, who pervert the grace of our God into sensuality 
and deny our only Master and Lord, Jesus Christ. Now I want to remind you, although you once fully knew it, that Jesus, who saved a 
people out of the land of Egypt, afterward destroyed those who did not believe.... 

1 John 5:7 ESV / 2 helpful votes 

For there are three that testify: 

1 John 4:4 ESV / 2 helpful votes 

Little children, you are from God and have overcome them, for he who is in you is greater than he who is in the world. 

1 John 4:1-4 ESV / 2 helpful votes 

Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, for many false prophets have gone out into 
the world. By this you know the Spirit of God: every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God, and every 
spirit that does not confess Jesus is not from God. This is the spirit of the antichrist, which you heard was coming and now is in the 
world already. Little children, you are from God and have overcome them, for he who is in you is greaterthan he who is in the world. 

1 John 2:i-2Q ESV / 2 helpful votes 

My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the 
Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also forthe sins of the whole world. And 
by this we know that we have come to know him, if we keep his commandments. Whoever says “I know him" but does not keep his 
commandments is a liar, and the truth is not in him, but whoever keeps his word, in him truly the love of God is perfected. By this we 
may knowthat we are in him:... 

1 Peter 2:1-25 ESV / 2 helpful votes 

So put away all malice and all deceit and hypocrisy and envy and all slander. Like newborn infants, long forthe pure spiritual milk, that 
by it you may grow up into salvation— if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. As you come to him, a living stone rejected by 
men but in the sight of God chosen and precious, you yourselves like living stones are being built up as a spiritual house, to be a holy 
priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.... 
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James 4:7 ESV / 2 helpful votes 

Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 

Hebrews 9:27 ESV / 2 helpful votes 

And just as it is appointed for man to die once, and afterthat comes judgment, 

Hebrews 5:14 ESV / 2 helpful votes 

But solid food is forthe mature, forthose who have their powers of discernment trained by constant practice to distinguish good from 
evil. 

1 Timothy 4:1-3 ESV / 2 helpful votes 

Now the Spirit expressly says that in latertimes some will depart from the faith by devoting themselves to deceitful spirits and 
teachings of demons, through the insincerity of liars whose consciences are seared, who forbid marriage and require abstinence from 
foods that God created to be received with thanksgiving by those who believe and know the truth. 

1 Timothy 2:1-15 ESV / 2 helpful votes 

First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for all people, for kings and all who are in 
high positions, that we may lead a peaceful and quiet life, godly and dignified in every way. This is good, and it is pleasing in the sight 
of God our Savior, who desires all people to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. For there is one God, and there is one 
mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus,... 

2 Thessalonians 1:1-12 esv / 2 helpful votes 

Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, To the church of the Thessalonians in God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: Grace to you and peace 
from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. We ought always to give thanks to God for you, brothers, as is right, because your faith 
is growing abundantly, and the love of every one of you for one another is increasing. Therefore we ourselves boast about you in the 
churches of God for your steadfastness and faith in all your persecutions and in the afflictions that you are enduring. This is evidence of 
the righteous judgment of God, that you may be considered worthy of the kingdom of God, for which you are also suffering—... 

1 Thessalonians 3:5 esv / 2 helpful votes 

For this reason, when I could bear it no longer, I sent to learn about your faith, for fear that somehow the tempter had tempted you 
and our labor would be in vain. 

Ephesians 6:10-18 esv / 2 helpful votes 

Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his might. Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against 
the schemes of the devil. For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the 
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cosmic powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places. Therefore take up the whole armor 
of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand firm. Stand therefore, having fastened on the 
belt of truth, and having put on the breastplate of righteousness,... 

Ephesians 5:8 esv / 2 helpful votes 

For at one time you were darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as children of light 

Ephesians 2:11 esv / 2 helpful votes 

Therefore rememberthat at one time you Gentiles in the flesh, called "the uncircumcision" by what is called the circumcision, which is 
made in the flesh by hands— 

Ephesians 1:21 esv / 2 helpful votes 

Far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the one 
to come. 

Galatians 1:4 esv / 2 helpful votes 

Who gave himself for our sins to deliver us from the present evil age, according to the will of our God and Father, 

2 Corinthians 12:7 esv / 2 helpful votes 

So to keep me from becoming conceited because of the surpassing greatness of the revelations, a thorn was given me in the flesh, a 
messenger of Satan to harass me, to keep me from becoming conceited. 

2 Corinthians 11:13 esv / 2 helpful votes 

For such men are false apostles, deceitful workmen, disguising themselves as apostles of Christ. 

2 Corinthians 6:15 esv / 2 helpful votes 

What accord has Christ with Belial? Or what portion does a believer share with an unbeliever? 

1 Corinthians 15:24 esv / 2 helpful votes 

Then comes the end, when he delivers the kingdom to God the Father after destroying every rule and every authority and power. 

1 Corinthians 6:19-20 esv / 2 helpful votes 

Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, whom you have from God? You are not your own, for you 
were bought with a price. So glorify God in your body. 
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i Corinthians 2:12 esv / 2 helpful votes 

Now we have received not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, that we might understand the things freely given us 
by God. 

1 Corinthians 2:1-16 esv / 2 helpful votes 

And I, when I came to you, brothers, did not come proclaiming to you the testimony of God with lofty speech or wisdom. For I decided 
to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ and him crucified. And I was with you in weakness and in fear and much trembling, 
and my speech and my message were not in plausible words of wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power, that your 
faith might not rest in the wisdom of men but in the power of God.... 

Romans 13:4 ESV / 2 helpful votes 

For he is God's servant for your good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the sword in vain. For he is the servant of 
God, an avenger who carries out God's wrath on the wrongdoer. 

Romans 6:23 ESV / 2 helpful votes 

For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Romans 5:5 ESV / 2 helpful votes 

And hope does not put us to shame, because God's love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given 
to us. 

Romans 1:16 ESV / 2 helpful votes 

For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the 
Greek. 

Acts 19:16 ESV / 2 helpful votes 

And the man in whom was the evil spirit leaped on them, mastered all of them and overpowered them, so that they fled out of that 
house naked and wounded. 

Acts 19:15 ESV / 2 helpful votes 

But the evil spirit answered them, “Jesus I know, and Paul I recognize, but who are you?" 

Acts 19:13 ESV / 2 helpful votes 

Then some of the itinerant Jewish exorcists undertook to invoke the name of the Lord Jesus over those who had evil spirits, saying, “I 
adjure you by the Jesus whom Paul proclaims." 
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Acts 17:11 ESV / 2 helpful votes 

Now these Jews were more noble than those in Thessalonica; they received the word with all eagerness, examining the Scriptures 
daily to see ifthese things were so. 

Acts 16:16-18 ESV / 2 helpful votes 

As we were going to the place of prayer, we were met by a slave girl who had a spirit of divination and brought her owners much gain 
by fortune-telling. She followed Paul and us, crying out, "These men are servants of the Most High God, who proclaim to you the way 
of salvation." And this she kept doing for many days. Paul, having become greatly annoyed, turned and said to the spirit, "I command 
you in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her." And it came out that very hour. 

Acts 12:7 ESV / 2 helpful votes 

And behold, an angel of the Lord stood nextto him, and a light shone in the cell. He struck Peter on the side and woke him, saying, 
“Get up quickly." And the chains fell off his hands. 

Acts 5:19 ESV / 2 helpful votes 

But during the night an angel of the Lord opened the prison doors and brought them out, and said, 

Acts 5:3 ESV / 2 helpful votes 

But Peter said, "Ananias, why has Satan filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit and to keep back for yourself part of the proceeds of 
the land? 

Acts 2:38 ESV / 2 helpful votes 

And Peter said to them, "Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you 
will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 

John 20:1 ESV / 2 helpful votes 

Now on the first day of the week Mary Magdalene came to the tomb early, while it was still dark, and saw that the stone had been 
taken away from the tomb. 

John 18:36 ESV / 2 helpful votes 

Jesus answered, "My kingdom is not of this world. If my kingdom were of this world, my servants would have been fighting, that I 
might not be delivered over to the Jews. But my kingdom is not from the world." 

John l6:il ESV / 2 helpful votes 

Concerning judgment, because the ruler of this world is judged. 
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John 15:5 ESV / 2 helpful votes 

I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do 
nothing. 

John 14:2^ ESV / 2 helpful votes 

"These things I have spoken to you while I am still with you. 
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